Hepatitis C virus and HIV coinfection.
The world-wide prevalence of hepatitis C virus (HCV) is approximately 1%. Being primarily a blood-borne virus, the major risk factors for HCV include the receipt of blood and blood products, as well as intravenous drug use. As a result, many individuals infected with HIV are also infected with HCV. Any effect of coinfection on progression of either HIV or HCV is likely to have a tremendous impact on the mortality and morbidity of these individuals and should be considered when managing coinfected individuals. This review will describe the epidemiology and clinical manifestations of HCV and will consider the evidence for an impact of coinfection on the progression of both viruses.